OPPOSE Budget Item 450 #2s

The Wampler budget amendment prohibits incremental funding of sections of the TransDominion Express until the entire corridor is funded.  This will kill a promising new regional service between Lynchburg and Washington, DC, which is currently funded in the CTB Six-Year Plan and scheduled for start-up in 2010.  In today’s economic environment, incremental phasing of the TDX is the only sensible and affordable solution. 
REASONS TO OPPOSE THE WAMPLER AMENDMENT
· Amtrak and DRPT have identified Lynchburg-DC passenger service as a priority for new service.

· Virginia is set to implement new Lynchburg-DC service by 2010. 

· Existing Amtrak trains cannot meet current and growing demand on the corridor.
· The new service has widespread public support (see attached list of 22 supporting jurisdictions). 

· VRE will gain capacity from the added trains.  

· Lynchburg-DC service can establish the success of the TDX.

· The Lynchburg-DC route is a “first step” to extending service to Roanoke. 

· In today’s economic environment, incremental phasing of the TDX is the only sensible and affordable solution. 

· The Wampler budget amendment’s all-or-nothing approach will kill the Lyncbburg-DC demonstration project.
· Intercity Rail is good for Virginia.

Amtrak and DRPT have identified Lynchburg-DC passenger service as a priority

Asked by the Kaine Administration to identify the best routes for expansion of existing service, Amtrak recommended new service for the Lynchburg-DC corridor “as soon as possible.” In its January 2008 report, Amtrak describes the corridor as being “underserved,” and a “route segment that frequently sells out.”  Amtrak states the Lynchburg-DC service can be implemented at a minimum cost and with few operational issues.
DRPT subsequently identified the Lynchburg-DC corridor as #1 for expanded service in the Statewide Rail Plan.
Virginia is set to implement new Lynchburg-DC service by 2010  

Both the capital and operational costs of daily regional service between Lynchburg and Washington, DC are fully funded in DRPT’s revised 2009-2014 Six Year Plan.  The plan schedules the start-up date in FY2010.

Existing Amtrak trains cannot meet current and growing demand.
Amtrak trains are running at capacity on the Charlottesville-DC corridor and cannot accommodate existing demand, which grew 10% in 2008.  Lynchburg-DC ridership is projected to grow to up to 90,900 riders with no service improvements.  However, there is no further room for expansion as seating on the existing trains is at capacity.  Reservations must be made weeks or months in advance, depending upon the season.  With the added capacity of one new daily train, DRPT projects up to a three-fold increase over present usage.  
The public supports the Lynchburg-DC service
Twenty-two political subdivisions (see attached list) unanimously passed resolutions of support, asking DRPT to prioritize and fund the Lynchburg-DC service.   

Local media from Danville to Washington have covered every development in the evolving story of the new train with headline news and editorial support.  DRPT has received hundreds of letters and e-mails from citizens who want more frequent and accessible rail service on the US29 corridor.

VRE will gain capacity from the added trains  
Lynchburg-DC trains will serve Manassas, Alexandria and Union Station during peak hours.  VRE ticket-holders will be able to board these trains without a step-up charge.  The trains will also divert commuters from Culpeper and Charlottesville who currently board VRE at Manassas.    

Lynchburg-DC service can establish the success of the TDX 
The Statewide Rail Plan identifies four phases of development of the TransDominion Express: 

I
Lynchburg – DC

II
Roanoke – Lynchburg

III
Bristol-Roanoke

IV
Lynchburg – Richmond

Six state-funded studies conducted between 1998 and 2008 all agree that the success of the TDX depends upon the high ridership projections in the Lynchburg-DC corridor.  A demonstration project between Lynchburg – DC will help establish the potential for the TDX to succeed. 
The Lynchburg-DC route is a “first step” to extending service to Roanoke. 
Roanoke, a city of 90,000 and a historic railroad town, has had no passenger rail service for almost four decades.  Amtrak and the Statewide Rail Plan identify the Lynchburg-DC service as a “first step” to extending service to Roanoke, which would add an estimated 74,000 riders to the system.

In today’s economic environment, incremental phasing of the TDX is the only sensible and affordable solution. 
Until detailed track analyses are conducted, the actual capital costs of Phases III and IV of the TDX cannot be accurately estimated.  However, the current estimate for all four phases of the TDX is over $210 million.  This exceeds the entire available revenues in the Rail Enhancement Fund for all rail projects in the FY 2009-1014 Six Year Program.  The final costs are likely to be much higher.
The Wampler budget amendment’s all-or-nothing approach will kill the Lynchburg-DC demonstration project.  
The only way to fund the entire TDX corridor at one time would be for Virginia to commit the entire Rail Enhancement Fund in a Six-Year period to the TDX.  This could not possibly occur until FY 2015.   Operating Costs would be additional, and must be funded from another source. 
Intercity Rail is good for Virginia. 
Intercity passenger rail is the “greenest”, most convenient and cost-effective mode of transportation between cities on our major corridors, and one that Virginians are increasingly demanding as an alternative to the high cost of building and maintaining highways.   

PIEDMONT RAIL COALITION
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LYNCHBURG–DC

DAILY PASSENGER SERVICE
Adopting Jurisdictions

(Twenty-two)

Jurisdiction


Body




Date (’08)
Vote

Albemarle County 

Board of Supervisors

May 7

Unan*
Altavista 


Town Council


May 13
Unan

Amherst County 

Board of Supervisors

May 20
Unan


Appomattox County 
Board of Supervisors

June 2

Unan

Bedford        


City Council



May 27
Unan

Campbell County

Board of Supervisors

June 16
Unan

Charlottesville

City Council



May 5

Unan

Culpeper County

Board of Supervisors

May 6

Unan

Culpeper


Town Council


May 13
Unan

Fauquier County

Board of Supervisors

June 10
Unan

Fluvanna County

Board of Supervisors

May 21
Unan
Gordonsville


Town Council


Sept 23
Unan
Greene County

Board of Supervisors

May 13
Unan

Greene County

Economic Development Auth
June 19
Unan

Louisa County

Board of Supervisors

May 5

Unan

Lynchburg


City Council



May 27
Unan

Lynchburg


Industrial Development Auth
June 12
Unan

Nelson County

Board of Supervisors

May 13
Unan

Orange


Town Council


May 19
Unan

Region 2000


Local Government Council

June 12
Unan

Rappahannock-Rapidan 


Planning District 
Board of Commissioners

June 25
Unan

Thomas Jefferson 


Planning District 
Board of Commissioners

May 1

Unan
* Each of the 22 voting jurisdictions passed the resolution unanimously.
